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Devotees Continue to Say, “Yes”
Committed to Mother Lange’s Sainthood

By Sister Virginie Fish, OSP

The silent cry of conviction--"Make Mother
Lange a Saint!” was almost palpable among Mother
Lange devotees as they gathered for the
Commissioning Service Saturday, June 2nd at Mt.
Providence. Msgr. Damien Nalepa, pastor of St.
|Gregory-the-Great, presided at the Eucharistic liturgy.

Concelebrating was Fr. John Bowen, 55, Iso serving
'was Deacon Seigfried Presberry.

Before accepting their voiced commitment,
Msgr. Damien Nalepa spoke of the example of Mother
Mary as worthy of emulation and the rightness of
pursuing her cause for canonization.

Members of the Board, Chapters and
Volunteers were asked if they desired to “renew the
commitment made to work hand in hand with the
National Board...to promote the cause for
canonization of Mother Mary Lange?” Accepting the
challenge, the response was a resounding affirmation.
They chorused: “I am willing to continue the
challenging course to have one of our own recognized
by the one, holy, catholic and apostolic church and
declared a Saint of God...”

As the liturgy concluded, a member of each
chapter spoke briefly of their group’s efforts to
promote the cause. At the offertory, a monetary
offering was given to assist the Board in the many _
related activities toward the canonization process. An
agape followed the liturgy.

Board Members present were: Sr. Annette Beecham, OSP,
Superior General who gave the occasion and welcome.

Others present were Marie-Alberte Boursiquot, M.D.; Rev. John
Bowen, SS; Florence Cowans; Sr. Veronica de los Santos, OSP;
Carole Depestre; Toni Duggan, President; Therese Wilson
Favors; Sr. Virginie Fish, OSP, Guild Director; Sr. Magdala
Marvie Gilbert, OSP, Janice Curtis Greene; Lenwood Johnson;
Sr. Marina Kelly, OSP; Daniel Medinger; Sr. Babette Opferman,
IHM, Deacon Seigfried Presberry; LaVerna Scruggs;

Sr, Madeline Swaboski, ITHM; and Christine Tolson.

Chapters represented were:

Gift of Providence (St. Veronica, Baltimore) represented by
Deacon and Frances Presberry; HAU (Washington, Baltimore)
co-chaired by Dr. Rose Marie Sylla

St. Jean & Carole Depestre; St. Peter Claver (St. Inigoes, MD)
chaired by Lorretta Ann Dove; Mother Lange Chapter (
Santiago & Havana, Cuba) chaired by Daniel Ernesto Luaces
(Represented by Sr. Elsa Maria Lopez, OSP).

Joining Oblate Sisters were Volunteers

Lillian Wainwright, Pat Stewart, Teresa Royale Catherine
Thomas and St. Bernardine Choir.

4 By Sr. Virginie Fish, OSP
Your story “Rocks.”

'a thank you note from a first grader at St. Joseph's
religious education class in Hanover, PA.

Visiting classes of religious instruction, five
sisters descended on a group of youngsters whose
familiarity with women religious has, for most, if not all
their young lives, been minimal. The younger ones,
wide eyed and open eared were attentive and awed.
The more mature, grades 5 - 8, seemed a bit removed
yet their rapt attention and reflective questions were
indicative of active interest.

In a large multi-purpose hall, Sister Aracelly
(OSP) fashioned the Mother Lange head dress--the
\“bonnet,” and with Sr. Katharine (OSP) distributed
‘hand-outs. Sisters Virginie (OSP) and Madeline (IHM)

told the younger children of Mother Mary by means of
‘a “big chart” presentation. Sister Reginald (OSP), with
\appropriate commentary, presented Mary Lange to the
(see: ROCKS page 4)

This was the comment in '
' Jesus on his mind all the time. This morning, as we

- my oldest son, Scott, let our two big golden retrievers

. Your Story “Rocks” | A Little Child Will Lead Them

By Stacey R. White

My son, Garrett White, is six years old and is very |
“prayerful.” He is always praying and seems to have

were all getting ready for school and work (for me),

outside to run around, as we do each morning. We ...
let the dogs run, feed them and put them back
| inside..
This morning, [ went to call the dogs to eat and
' they did not come. My oldest son and [ were calling
the dogs from each corner of the house, becoming
increasingly worried. Garrett said, “Mom, don't
worry. All you have to dois pray.” Isaid, “Okay,
Garrett.” But [ still couldn’t stop myself from the
worry of what I would do. .
Then Garrett slowly put on his shoes, went/
outside and began calling our dog’s names (Balto and |
Bailey). I heard him call them one time. Then, I heard |
him call them with excitement and elation and knew
(see: CHILD page 4)




Mother Mary Lange School, Baltimore, MD

St. Francis de Sales School, Washigg_ton, DC | 3 .
| : Paul VI School, Fairfax, VA
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Public School Groups (New Jersey, Buffalo, Philadelphia)

Out off the Mouth of Babes...

Art Linkletter expressed it thus: “Children ask the
darnest things.”

Charles Dickens simply called it “The Childrens’
Hour”

Through the years the story of Mother Mary Lange
has been offered to children in various settings:
classroom instructional units, study groups, retreats,
pilgrimages and classroom buzz sessions. The
attentiveness and grasp of children of all ages to the
faith and spirituality demonstrated in the Mother
Lange story speaks of the relevance of grace then and
now. Could it be an innate gift given by God that
resonates in the simplicity of heart found only in
children? No matter how you “cut it” children have
something to say. And their faith and understanding
belies their tender years.

Following a presentation on Mother Lange and the
Oblate Sisters of Providence, questions were broached
by students of a seventh grade social studies class at
Cardinal Shehan Catholic School, Baltimore.

(A “2Xommeyg ‘(ooyds vy 18

Haitian Summer Study Groups, Washington, DC

(Questions and responses are summarized for brevity.)
Why did M. Lange come to Baltimore? After
running from war in Haiti, Jason, her family first went
to Cuba, but left to find a better life in America. God led
her to Baltimore. There was work God wanted her to

begin here.

Why didn’t she get discouraged when people put
her down? She surely must have felt disappointed and
upset; maybe even discouraged, Shanir, but she
believed that God was keeping his promise to be with
her always.

Was it hard sacrificing one’s whole life? Yes, it
was hard, Erica, but that’s what Christians expect. They
know that God will give them strength to do what he
wants.

Did she ever think that the sisterhood would one
day fail? She could not see the future, Allena, so she
had to take one day at a time and try to do her very
best.

Many more questions were forthcoming, but the
bell ended the session. Attentiveness seemed the

benchmark for the inner workings of the Spirit upon
God’s children.



THANK YOU! Donors of the Annual M. Lange Guild Fund Raiser:
The “10th Annual Stay at Home Ball” - 2006 7/ANK Y0OU!

Fr. Lawrence Adamczyk
Charoltte Adams

Gary & Jean Ales

Mary C. Allen

Catherine Alston

Luis Alvarez

Lucy Anderson

Jorge & Palmira Araujo
Emelda August

Max A. L. Auguste

Sister M. Felicia Avila, OSP
Sister Mary Regis Bacon, OSP
Sr. Alice Baker, ITHM

& Sisters of Epiphany Education.

Center, Detroit, M1
Sr. Trinita Baeza, OSP
Sr. Mary Stephen Beauford, OSP
Dorothy G. Bennett
Iris Billinger
Margaret F. Booker
Helen Bopp
Valerie Bourne
Fr. John Bowen, SS
Sr. Katharine Brent, OSP
James & Patricia Brooks
George & Catherine Brown
Society of St.Joseph
Robert Brown, Sr.
V. Rev. Timothy Brown, 8]
Society of Jesus, MD Province
Minnie Bryan
Charlotte A. Burkett
Noreen Cadieux
Kathleen Callahan
Cora C. Campbell
Mary & Bill Campbell
Francis & Hilary Cancino
Estelle Carroll
Mary E. Carroll
Mary Victoria Carroll
Thelma Carter
Geraldine Case
Leslie Ann Casden
Fr. Lowell D. Case, SSJ]
Catholic Diocese of Savannah
Joelle Cerge
V. Rev, Edw. Chiffriller, SSJ
Sr. Mary Alice Chineworth, OSP
Sr. Philomena Chizea, OSP
Evelyn M. Christian
Barbara T. Colbert
Sr.Martin de Porres Coleman, SND
Fr. William Collins
Paul Cook

Beverly Cooper

Florence Cowans

Kathryn Crawford

Ronald Cyrvca & Frances Jiretza
Lessie Davis

Racine L. Davis

Sister Rosemary Davis, I[HM
Mr. & Mrs. Raynold DePestre
Helen DePlato

Sr M. Carmen Deschapelles, OSP
Mary Yvonne Dilworth
Dorothy Dixon

Margie Domingo

Virginia Donovan

Agnes A. Dorsey

Dr. Phyllis Douglass

Ann Loretta Dove

Toni & Michael Duggan
Donna C. Duncan

Charlotte M. Eaton

Frank & Lillic Edwards
Albert El

Hazel P. Ellison

Doris A. Ennett

Mary Fabilli

Msgr. Michael di Teccia Farina
Caridad Ferrer

Fr. Donald M. Fest, SS8J
Francis J. Field

Dr. Keith C. Figgs

Sr. Mary Virginie Fish, OSP
Kathleen Filippelli

Fr. Charles A. Hall Catholic School

Faculty, Students, Families
Jacqueline, M. Fleming
Pauline Fleming
Mary C. Floyd
Theresa Ford
Sister Elaine Frederick, OSP
Judy Frederick
Edna Frye
Dr. & Mrs. Kirk Gaddy
Theodora E. George
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Gilt
Jane Gillemn
Dorothy T. Gomes
Louis Gonzales
Joann Graeb
Ella O. Gray
Joan P. Green
Sister Augustine Greene, OSP
Janice Curtis Greene
James Griffin
Charles & Betty Guerin
Alkeisha Guthrie

Emma V. Hall
John & Mary Alice Halley
Mary Louise Harris
Fr. Raymond Harris
Virginia Hartley
Diane Hatchett
Emma V. Hau
Emma W Hawkins-Johnson
Robert E. Hecht
Sr. Melissa Hester, IHM
Tidi Hodge
Mary E. Holly
Mary E. Hopkins
Inez Hulbert
Ann Bernice S. Hunley
Serena Hunter
Vita Hyppolite
Beverly Janelle
Donna Johnson
Ella Johnson
J. Yvette Johnson
Deacon Wm. & Sandra Johnson
Danise Jones-Dorsey
Helen Jones
Lenora B. Jones
Sister Maria Goretti Jones, OSP
Josephites
Fathers,Brothers, & Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Annamaria B. Joyner
Fr. John L. Kelly
Sr. Victoria Kessler, SSND
Jimmie Kimber
Deborah L. King
Most Rev, Edward U. Kmiec
Diocese of Buffalo
Paul & Gayle Kness
Bruce Koegler
Fr. Michael Kolodziej
Mr. & Mrs. James Kosar
Nancy Kramer
Mary J, Krebs
Dorothy A. Kunkel
Philip & Laura Ladson
Consuella Laffoon
Olive Lai Choy
Marie Lansey
Fabienne (Fay) Larkins
Marcella Lavica
Vimara Lawson
Wilfred & Lois LeBlanc
Steven X. Lee
Mser. Paul A. Lenz
Paul Lechan
P.O.P.E League, F.1S.H League



Gwendolyn A, Lindsay

Nina Lindsey

Joann Logan

Dr. Antoinette G. Lyles

Fr.Frank McGauley, SJ

Sister Lorraine McGrew, [HM
Sisters of IHM, Immaculata, PA

Evelyn T. McKenly

Ronald McMahon

Sharon McCormack

Tim McCarthy

Dr. Linda McDonnaugh

Ruth Mangaroo

Sr. Maria Goretti Mannix

Franciscan Handmaids of Mary, NY

Lola March

Fran & Sandy Marinaro

Sr. Eileen Marino, OSP

Marylah C. Martin

Aslee Martinez

Marie (Celine) Marshall

Marie H. Marshall

Sr. Mary of the Rosary san  Martin, OSP

George & Virginia Maurer

Rev. Msgr. Robert C. Mazur

Dorothy M. Mello

Sister Concetta Melton, OSP
Mt. Providence Child
Development Center, MD

Louis Mercorella
Thomas More Project, Baltimore

Michelly B. Merrick

Joseph Messina

V. Jim Mianulh

Joyce Winston Michaux

Carole Miller

Fr. George B. Moore

John & Betty Moran

Ethel Morse

Mary 1. Mosley

Mount Providence Rdg. Ctr.

Parents, Teachers, & Students, MD

Sr. Ann Maureen Murphy, SHF

Joseph E. Murphy

Sr. Margarita Musquera, OSP

Most Rev. William C. Newman

Patrick Nolan

Anthonia Nwoga

Oblate Sisters of Providence

St. Frances Convent, MD

Lynn Offutt

Sr. Virginia Ona, OSP

Katherine O’Neill

Sr. Babette Opferman, THM

Fr. Matthew O’Rourke, SSJ

Donna M., Owens

Patricia Padgett

Joseph Parham

Sylvia T. Patterson
Dr. & Mrs. Eamnest Perry
Mary Persico, [HM
Sisters of IHM, Scranton, PA
Sr. Richard Mary Peters, I[HM
Fr. John J. Podsiadlo, 8J
Jean R. Powe
Frances Presberry
Iris L. Proctor
Mildred Proctor
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Radel
Charles L. Ratcliffe
Evelyn Quander Rattley
Rosemary Reher, IHM
Cynthia C. Reynolds
William & Gloria Richardson
Francis & Beulah Roberts
Mary S. Robison
Patricia C. Romans
Ralph & Theresa Roos
Michael Royale
Teresa Royale
John & Katherine Ruffins
Emma Royster Sampson
Virginia Esther Sanders
Most Rev. Guy Sansaricq
Mrs. Bill Santilli Catholic
Audrey Saylor
Sr. Suzanne Scattergood, [HM
Sister Helen Scheel, MM
Maryknoll Sisters
Evelyn Schlaefer
John & Carroll Schleppi
Sr. Miriam D. Scully, IHM
Bradley Seabrook
Michael Sisk
Sisters of Bon Secours USA
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament
Blessed Sacrament Monastery, NY
Sisters of IHM
St. Rita Convent, Dundalk, MD
Sisters of IHM
Villa Maria House of Studies,PA
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur
Chesapeatke Province, Local C.,
Cable
Gladys M. Smith
L. Smith
Marva Waddy Smith
Sr. Naomi Smith, OSP
Virginia Smith
Gladys E. Spencer
Ken Spitza
Frances Springer

Church, Baltimore, MD
Sylvia Stevens
Mildred Sarah Stubbs
Lucille Talley
Eloise Tavares
Dr. Chau-Son & Nancy Teng
Catherine N.Thomas
Dr. Robert C. Thomas
Arthur R, Thompson
Charles & Louise Tildon
Theresa Tortosa
Annie S. Townes
Geralyn Ann Triss
Laura T. Twine
Brother Marx Tyree, SSJ
Lillian Wainwright
Michael Wainwright
Evangeline Walker
Gloria Walker
Barbara Wallace
Margaret E. Wallace
Shirley B. Walton
Velma H. Washington
Claudia S. Waters
Ronald Watson
Roberta Weems
James & Catherine Weldon
J. C. Weldon
Thomas Whelan
Jeanne B. Whitted
Benjamin J. Williams
Charlotte M. Williams
Stephanie Williams
M. K. Wilson
P. B. Winston
Fr. Robert F. Wojtek, CSSR
Redemptorists at
St Michael/St. Patrick, MD.
Annie Cecelia Yorkshire
Deborah King Young
Fr. Paul Zaborowski
St. Ambrose Parish, MD

"If any name was inadvertently
omitted from the list, please contact
the Guild Office. Thank you."

Wilhelmina Stanley :
Fr. Julian Stead |
Fr. Donald Sterling

The New All Saints

Board Member Sr. Babette Opferman, 1HM,
Director of Religious Education at Nativity School
in Washington, DC, conducted an exhibit during
a recent Black History event.




THE NEXT CHAPTER...

By Sr. Madeline Swaboski, IHM

The chapters of a book mark a new section to the
story. The Mother Lange Guild also has a story told by
Guild Chapters. Six in all, Chapter names are significant
to the founder/foundresses: Mother Mary Lange Gift of
Providence (St.Veronica, Baltimore); Haitian Americans
United for Mother Lange (Washington,DC/Baltimore);
Oblate Sisters of Providence (Camaguey & Havana,
Cuba); Mother Mary Lange at St.Benedict’s
(Philadelphia, PA); New York Mother Lange of St.
Jerome; Mother Lange at St.Peter Claver (St.Inigoes,
MD)

Chapters are small (or large) groups of people who
regularly come together to pray, study Providence
spirituality, and help support the cause of Mother Mary
Lange by various activities. They work in connection
with the Director of the cause and the Chapter
Coordinator. Chapters exist anywhere the Spirit moves
hearts to work together for Mother Lange. Chapters
build on faith, love, and knowledge of Mother Lange
and her Sisters today. Mother Lange is their inspiration
to lives of spirit, healing, and good works. Chapters give

Favors Asked Favors Received

Gratitude Expressed: Thank you for your intercessory
prayers for our intentions, TA.;MD

Accept the enclosed donation in expression of thanks for
favors received. M.D.; CO

I want to thank Mother Lange in advance for her
intercession; She’s such a nice person. And whatever
happens or doesn’t happen, it’s for the best. Thank you,
Mother. R.McM,; MD

Thanks for all blessings received, prayers answered,
continued grace and peace. CW.:MD

Please accept the enclosed ($50) in thanksgiving for favors
received. RF.;MI

Expressing thanks to Mother Mary Lange for favors
received, R.C.;MD

Aids in Bus Breakdown: Hello: I had the privilege of
visiting the school (SFA) as part of a tour. Just prior to our
return, our bus broke down. A mechanic [came]... but the bus
still did not function... I remembered that I felt a “presence”
in the room where Mary Lange passed on. I figured it could
not hurt asking for her help, so I asked through her
intercession. The next time the bus was started, it continued
fo run and we made it back without incident. We were there
approx. 5 hours. I feel she was there for us and I will do
what I can to support your efforts. Please add me to your
mailing list and I will tell others. L.C.; PA

Healings: The doctor said I'd had a stroke in the eye. In
the beginning I could not see out of it. 1told my sister
that the doctor said he did not think I would see out of it

support to the larger group of
the Guild by speaking about
Mother Lange at the grassroots
level, making her

more known, and helping
others come closer to God
through the intercession of
Mother Lange. The various
projects that a Chapter sponsors [
also bring in needed monetary
support for the cause of Mother Lange.

Perhaps you might be interested in gathering with
interested others by belonging to, or founding, a
Chapter. Call the Mother Lange Guild Office
410-242-6861, and inquire about this. If you live near
one already operating, you will be put in touch with
that Chapter. You will have a story to tell for the next
Chapter.

LaVerna Scruggs (inset) is the appointed Chapter
Coordinator representing the Mother Mary Lange Guild
Board of Directors. She is eager to meet with Chapter
heads and explore ways to assist Chapters become
viable instruments in promoting the cause for
canonization of Mary Lange.

Favors Asked Favors Received

again. She said, “He does not know the power of Mary
Lange.” We both agreed and continued to pray. Now I can
see to read words. Sr. CM.H.; MD

Dear Lange Guild, in late 2004 or ‘05, I joined my sister in
healing prayers over the telephone for several infirmities. I
did not pray specifically with my sister for my carpal tunnel
syndrome. It was my intention to ask Mother Lange
specifically for healing of this ailment caused by work. I
always think of Mother Lange as a very hard worker, patient,
but hard worker who was blessed by God during very
difficult times. So, I prayed specifically for the healing of
carpal tunnel. [ was diagnosed in 2004 with carpal tunnel in
both hands. Later, in preparation for surgery, another
physician did electro-conduction studies and found no carpal
tunnel. My first reaction was frustration. I felt that one of
the physicians had made a mistake. Receiving copies of tests
results from my primary care physician, he did not have
precise explanations, but suggested the carpal tunnel could
have become sub-clinical and that [ should see a
rheumatologist. In a quiet moment, I remembered my prayer
to Mother Lange. Thank you, Mother Lange for taking my
praver to Jesus for the healing of carpal tunnel.  R.C.; MD

Encouraged: Mother Mary [Elizabeth] Lange has, by her
example encouraged me for several years. Today the Lange
Letter and return envelope inspired the enclosures I'm
sending. In Los Angeles and the surrounding areas, we
want to bring people together in peace and friendship.
God’s spirit is needed in this city. Mother Lange’s spirit is
needed. DR.;CA



Membership says, “You BELONG!”
The importance of belonging!

Some people are neither here nor there. Some people are neither “hot” nor “cold”. We all know what Jesus said about
being neither hot nor cold (Rev. 3:15ff). It makes it very difficult to function when you don’t know how many or who you
can count on. Demands grow by leaps and bounds. For the more people who “hear” the story, there are even more who
have never heard. It's up to the Mother Mary Lange Guild to tell the world of God’s actions in a soul that continues to
transform hearers from one generation after another. Through this means, not only is the cause of Mother Mary
advanced, but the action of grace in the minds and hearts of hearers gives God praise and glory.

For this to happen it is necessary to know upon whom we can depend. We do this through Guild membership.

The WORLD hasn't heard the NEWS yet so we've still work to do. Knowing upon whom the Guild can depend is very

important. Membership helps!

The Guild tells about Servant of God Mary Lange—how God used her to walk ahead of us on life’s journey showing us
the way to follow (education, service, love). The Guild is an Association whose members are devoted to and advance the
cause of canonization of Mother Mary Lange, OSP. Members are interested in providing spiritual and material means
to further her cause. Members derive personal, spiritual benefits from belonging to the Association of the Guild. As
you pray for the needs of one another, members of the Guild, especially the Oblate Sisters, pray for you.

By embracing the spiritual means YOU will grow.

Recite from time to time the prayer asking God's favors through the intercession of Mother Lange.

If possible, make a pilgrimage to Mother Lange’s grave site at New Cathedral Cemetery. Visit Chapelle Basse,
Paca Street, and/or the Motherhouse of the Oblate Sisters of Providence (all in Baltimore). For further information,
call the Guild Office 410 — 242 - 6861 or e-mail srmmel @aol.com.

Tell others of the life, times and contributions of God's servant Mary Lange.

Recommend memorial contributions to the Lange Guild in lieu of flowers.

The material means of promoting the cause for canonization of Servant of God Mary Lange is to take membership in one

of the membership categories listed below.

Annual Individual, $15.00
Annual Family, $25
Annual Student Group $35

Perpetual Individual, $100
Perpetual Family, $200
Annual Organization $50

Free will donations are always helpful. See various categories on the enclosed envelope.

Speaker’s Bureau / Pligrimage
To engage a speaker or plan a pilgrimage
for your group call or write:

Mother Lange Guild Office
701 Gun Road
Baltimore, MD 21227-3899

Your Story “Rocks”
(ROCKS from page 1)
older ones through the video Providence Will Provide.
The evening concluded with the upper grades
presenting the sisters with hand crafted “Eye of God”
mementos; the younger ones wrote colorful thank you
cards, one of which, prompted this article.

The title and the interest of children of all ages

b

suggests the timelessness of Mother Mary Lange’s life.

She responded to God’s call to spend a lifetime
educating the uneducated, caring for orphans (today’s
homeless), feeding the hungry and often bringing into
the sisters’ home women who wished to live out their
last years with the sisters. Children immediately
imbibed the essence of Mother Lange’s life of love and
expressed it in today’s parlance, “She rocks.”

4"’.}

.. MOVING? Are you interested in receiving
The Lange Letter? Please take time to
send us your change of address.

Phone: (410) 242-6861 Fax: (410) 247-5172

Email: srmmel@aol.com N.B. Please use ""M. Lange" in subject line

Website: www._ oblatesisters.com

then choose ""Ministries''.

A Little Child Will Lead Them
(CHILD from page 1)
the dogs had returned.We were so excited.

Garrett said, “Mommy, you remember that lady?” I
said “What lady, Garrett?” He said “That Mother...that
Lady.” I said, “What mother. What lady?” “Garrett,
what are you talking about?” He said, “Mommy, that
lady that needs to become a saint. The Mother...I
prayed and asked her to find our dogs for us and I
knew she would help and she did!”

; I had kept the big picture of Mother Mary Lange in
' my kitchen for awhile and talked about her each day.

Editor's note: Actually, Mother Lange and the sisters had a
| dog. His name was Solomon. Solomon'’s story will be told in
| the next issue of The Lange Letter. (Grace Sherwood, Oblates’
{ Hundred and One Years p. 85(f.)
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